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has been regularly formulating provisions and schemes for

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION FOR
DALIT CHILDREN- MYTHS AND REALITIES

. Dr. Chandramallika Biswas, Mr. Parimal Sarkar -

INTRODUCTION:

Educationis a tool that can play a vital role in improving the socio-economic condition of the
nation. Itempowers citizens with analytical abilities, leads to better confidence levels and fortifies

| :one with will power and goal setting competencies. it is universally accepted that education’

. empowers the people for the full development of human personality, strengthens the respect for

and gender,

| -human rights, and helps to overcome exploitations and traditional inequalities of caste, class

The education sector has been of vital importance to the Indian Government which
promoting elementary
education.” , _
The framers of the Constitution in their wisdom chose to include education in the
Directive Principles of State Policy and not in the section on fundamental rights
and correspondingly Article 45 stated that: “The State shall endeavour to provide,
within a period of ten years from the commencement of the ConStitution, for free
and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen
years.” However education remained a neglected area of state policy with
universalisation of elementary education continuing to be a distant goal. Efforts
from educationists, academics and civil society groups that focused on a rights
based approach finally yielded results in 2002, when the 86™Constitutional
Amendment was passed by Parliament and Article 21A, which makes right to
education a fundamental right, was included in the Constitution. in so doing it put
the Right to Education on par with the Right to Life stated in Article 21. Article 21 A
states: “the state shall provide free and compulsory education to afl children of the
age of 6 to 14 years os the state may, by law determine”. '
Following from this a Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act (RTE) was drafted
and passed in Parliament on August 27, 2009 {notified on February 16, 2010 to come
into effect from April 1, 2010).
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